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The Torchlighter Award honors individuals who have made significant,
long-standing contributions and commitments to Park University,
whether alumni, faculty or friend. Recipients of this award who are not
graduates of Park are bestowed the honor of honorary alumnus.

Ed Bradley, Park University volunteer | Working behind the scenes at Park
University are business leaders like BankLiberty’s Ed Bradley who brings more than
40 years of experience to Park as a founding member and chair of Park’s School of
Business Advisory Council.
“In the banking world, you need to know as much as possible about your customers
and their particular needs to better serve them. That’s why I’m proud of our work on
the Advisory Council to support the School of Business in reaching out to understand
and meet the diverse needs of students and prospective students — many with fulltime jobs, families and serving in the military.”
Bradley recently helped Park’s School of Business secure accreditation from the
Accreditation Council for Business Schools and Programs. For his service, Bradley
was inducted in November 2013 as an honorary member of Park’s Mu Chi Chapter
of the Delta Mu Delta International Honor Society in Business. “Park’s highly
professional, academic environment is warm and inviting,” he said. “It’s a treat to
work with the University to forge positive connections with the local business community.”
Working in downtown Parkville, Mo., he drives by the University’s Parkville
Campus every morning and wants to get more involved in the University. “I’ve
grown up playing and coaching sports all my life. I wanted to take advantage of
being near such a beautiful campus and a great athletic program. The Pirates’ home
games are all on my calendar,” he said.
Bradley enjoys not only watching the games, but also taking the time to visit with
Park’s student-athletes and coaches. “Park’s athletic director, Claude English, is
among the finest gentlemen I know. He really cares about his players, both for their
athletics and scholarship,” he said. At Park sporting events, Bradley often enjoys the
companionship of his granddaughter. “She’s 9-years-old and has captured the
affections of Park’s women’s volleyball team who always take her under their wing.”
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Bradley’s connection to Park is also personal. His son, Luke, is a 2007 Park graduate
and now works as a child psychologist in Overland Park, Kan. His grandson, Andrew
Parker, graduated this past May and was on Park’s track and field team. With a degree
in athletic training and Park’s Career Development Center support, Parker recently
secured a position at Cerner to work with their corporate wellness program..
Visiting with Park students and alumni, Bradley often enjoys sharing his career
advice: “Be a good judge of character, and be a good character,” he said. To cultivate
character, Bradley is always encouraging young professionals to get out from behind
their computer screens to make real connections through service to their communities.
By example, Bradley inspires others in Parkville and beyond to get out and take
advantage of the many great opportunities the University offers to connect with a
diverse group of people dedicated to scholarship, athletics and service to their community. “I don’t know anyone who doesn’t realize how fortunate we are to have Park
University at the center of our community in Parkville…certainly not me.”
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The Marlowe Sherwood Memorial Service Award recognizes Park University
alumni for volunteer service to the community and/or civic organizations.

Tim Decker, '82, Director, Children’s Division of the Missouri Department
of Social Services | Tim Decker remembers being cautioned about pursuing a

degree in social work. “I met with an advisor who told me about how I’d work with
some of the most difficult children and families. That I would spend long hours
working, often in challenging environments, and that I would be giving a lot of
myself to help others — many who likely would not appreciate me,” he said.
It was that conversation that sealed his decision. “The more I heard about social
work, the more excited I got,” he said. “Without a doubt, I found my calling and
life’s mission — to uplift others and make a difference through a career in social
work.”
Growing up in a family of seven children, Decker worked in his father’s grocery store
where he watched his dad always go out of his way to help customers. His mother
was involved in church, school, Girl Scouts and other community volunteer efforts.
“I grew up with parents who modeled doing kind things for others in need and being
an active part of their community. They were very influential role models for me,”
he said. While working in a summer camp during high school, Decker discovered his
own ability to help others, especially young people. That’s when his future career path
began to crystalize.
Decker came to Park University on a track scholarship from his hometown in St.
Louis. At Park he met his wife, Laurie (Hendry) Decker, ’81, and the two were
married in Park’s Graham Tyler Memorial Chapel on the Parkville Campus. With
a bachelor’s degree in social work and psychology, Decker began his 30-year career
in social work to become a nationally recognized leader in the field with a focus on
protecting children and youth from abuse and neglect.
Decker was appointed the director of the Missouri Division of Youth Services in
2007 and transitioned to director of the Children’s Division of the Missouri
Department of Social Services in 2013. During his tenure in the MDYS, Decker led
the agency to earn the Harvard Innovations in American Government Award for
Child and Family System Reform in 2008. Under his leadership, the agency increased
educational completion rates by more than 87 percent, reduced recidivism, increased
productive involvement rates and safely reduced the number of young people in state
custody.
As part of the award, Missouri hosted site visits from more than 20 states. “I’m
especially proud of this national honor because it helped advance the work we were
doing in Missouri throughout the country to enable more kids to benefit from
services that we know actually worked.” To share his experiences, Decker frequently
speaks across the country, including serving as a guest lecturer at the John F.
Kennedy School of Government and Harvard Law School.
Decker has received many accolades over the years, but helping others each day is
his greatest reward. “The opportunity to change lives is tremendous. When I came
to Park in 1978, I couldn’t have imagined I would lead two state agencies devoted to
serving children and families. The chance to influence so many lives in my 30-year
career in social work is just amazing to me.”
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